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since I attended a Spiritualist seance/' is just
as much a product of the Cartesian effect upon
the world as a .man who will not believe in
immortality because it has not been proved to
him. The man who only begins to believe
in immortality because he thinks he has heard
the voice of a dead person, or has had some
other communication with him susceptible of
physical test is, in the sense wherein we are
using that word, strictly " rationalist/*
And at this point it is important to define
our terms, for " rationalist " and " rationalism "
are terms that may be used in many varying
senses. We mean by the Cartesian rationalism
that habit of subjecting all examination of
reality (that is, all the search after truth) to a
certain process which is called " that of the
reason " and " the reason only." It is in reality
far too narrow a definition of the word " reason,"
but it is that which the great bulk of men still
give and still act upon. It is "reasonable"
to accept the evidence of your senses; it is
" reasonable" to accept a mathematical proof.
But (they say) it is not " reasonable " to accept
any truth on any other basis.
In contrast to this profound effect of Descartes,
we mark the effect of Pascal under what has
been termed " emotionalism." There is nothing
out of the way tending to unorthodoxy, inimical